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Dear Resident,

Installation of solar-power 20mph Vehicle Activated Sign 
20mph Speed Limit pilot - Inner East Bristol 
You should hopefully be aware that your street is located within the 20mph speed limit pilot area for Inner East Bristol. Contractors will be installing the necessary signs and road markings from mid August 2010, so that this can come into affect on 22nd October 2010.

As part of this we will also be installing a series of 20mph solar-power Vehicle Activated Signs (VAS) on those roads where we consider traffic speeds could remain above 20mph following the introduction of this new lower limit, to help encourage traffic to keep to 20mph. One of these roads is St Andrews Road / James Street / Stapleton Rd / Pennywell Road / Midland Road / Whitehall Road / Chalks Road and we are therefore writing to seek your views on the location we are currently planning to locate this VAS.
Accordingly, please find attached a drawing which shows the location where we are proposing to locate a 20mph solar-power Vehicle Activated Sign. The exact location of this sign was chosen following a site visit to determine where it would be most effective, but at the same time respecting the position of nearby properties. These signs are solar powered in order to minimize their environmental impact, and so this location was also chosen as it will ensure the sign receives sufficient daylight to recharge and continue to work. The sign works by using a radar to measure traffic speeds. When a vehicle approaches the sign above a pre-programmed speed the sign lights up “20” to remind oncoming traffic of the speed limit. A photo of a 20mph VAS which was recently installed within the Inner South Bristol 20mph pilot area is attached.
We have identified 7 locations within the Inner East Bristol 20mph pilot area where we consider a 20mph VAS will be required. The intention is to have 4 VAS and move them around these locations throughout the 1st year of the 20mph pilot scheme.

It is anticipated that the posts for all 7 locations will be installed end of August 2010 whilst the VAS will be installed on the first 4 posts in early September 2010, and switched on ready for 22nd October 2010. We are currently planning to relocate the VAS to the other locations in early February 2011. A 20mph repeater sign would be installed on those posts which are not currently being used for a VAS, so each post will either contain a 20mph repeater sign or 20mph VAS at any one time.
As you may be aware, the Road Safety Engineering team have introduced several VAS around Bristol in recent years, and the signs have proved very effective in reducing both traffic speeds and the number of road casualties.

Therefore, we believe that the introduction of a 20mph VAS on this road will reinforce the new 20mph speed limit that will be in place, and will help to ensure that this provides the road safety benefits that it is aimed at.
For further information regarding the 20mph pilot areas can be found at: www.bristol.gov.uk/20mph
I hope the above information is of assistance to you, however if you would like any further information, please do not hesitate to contact the above officer who will be happy to help you. If you have any queries/questions in relation to the VAS, please submit these by (date).
Yours faithfully

Traffic Management
